DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

primitive houses and roads, workers living in squalor, social insti-
tutions in their infancy, backwardness general.

Yet the Hungarians had lorded it for centuries over their neigh-
bours, and the whole motive and keynote of Hungarian policy
after the war was not to improve domestic conditions, but to
regain those lost territories, where new rulers were making many
improvements, and lord it over them again.

The Hungarians themselves have changed beyond recognition
in the thousand years they have been sitting among the Car-
pathians and you will be a very clever man if, among the most
interbred people in Europe, you can to-day put your finger on a
Hungarian and say, 'This is a Magyar'. The aristocracy and middle
classes, those very people who most delight your ear with their
stories of the thousand-year-old Hungarian Kingdom and the
close resemblance between Hungarian History and English
History and between the Hungarian Constitution and the British
Constitution, are in. their origins largely German, Jewish, Czech,
Slovak, Croat, Italian, Serb, Rumanian, Greek, French, Irish, and
Turkish.

It is extremely difficult for you, bless your innocent hearts, to
realize this, because they all bear romantic Hungarian names, and
successive governments for long enough have encouraged this
process of name-changing, but you would have a shock if you knew
that practically every Magyar or Arpad or Istvan you meet is
Schmidt or Cohen or Popovitch.

One of the recent governments, that of M. Dardnyi, was popu-
larly said to contain one minister who was a true Magyar. The
tale is that when this story got round to M. KAnya, the long-
standing Foreign Minister, who is by way of being a wit, he said,
'What? Who is it? Show him to me/

I see nothing to object to in this, indeed, it is another of the
points of resemblance between Hungary and England. I myself
am half Irish and half English, the Irish being, as I think, the
bigger half; my English Jekyll frequently shudders at the things
that my Irish Hyde writes.

But the astonishing thing is the way this cosmopolitan people
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